4o                            SECRETS OF JAPAN
the country is organized on a system with certain rules and regula
tions which are enforced Everyman knows his duty, and what is
more, everyone carries it out, with the result that there is order and
safety for the inhabitant and traveller
From the highest official down to the humblest worker you will
notice that they always keep their appointment and carry out their
duty at the appointed hour
In India, tailors, cobblers, washermen and several other type of
worl men are reputed for making promises which are seldom ful
filled, but in Japan you never find such cases This is a very strong
point of Japanese character, and they are able to preserve it, because
eveiythmg is organized like parts of a machine and the machine
works at clock speed
8    Where Honesty Rules
I have no experience of Japanese businessmen and I cannot speak
about their dealings with foreigners, but I can certainly speak about
the people of Jaoan in general, since I have lived among them Japa
nese, like the ancient Indians, are most honest and truthful people
The tandard of honesty in dealings between Japanese is exceptional
ly high The poor and the middle class people are decidedly more
honest than the rich people, who have the same code of manners as
their fellow men have m other countries
Servants in Japan are very honest and they regard the employer s
property as a sacred trust For days we have been out of our home
in Tokyo, which had no lock and key (and all our boxes were also
without locks), but we have never lost a pennyworth of article
Thefts, murders and robberies very rarely take place You may
have read that in ancient times Indians never used to lock their houses,
as people were very honest You can even today see the same in
rural Japan Here again Japan has preserved Indian tradition, which
now only exists in some hilly tracts of North India, where people ire